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Learning Targets
Today we will…
● Learn various post-secondary pathways for students to consider as they enter 

their senior year. We will also review the required steps to take to help students 
reach their goals.

So that we can…
● Ensure our Spartan community is informed about the processes and 

opportunities available for students.

We met our target when…
● Parents/guardians and students have the resources to navigate post-secondary 

opportunities and have a deeper understanding of how the West Springfield 
Student Services team will support them throughout senior year.



Fall Senior Timeline

1 3 5

42

Narrow college choices, 
attend college fairs, 

& meet with college representatives

Sign up for Senior 
Meeting with school 

counselor
Finalize college 

lists

Submit Senior 
Packet  

Oct 15 - Dec 1 
Early Decision/Early 

Action applications due



Winter/Spring Senior Timeline

1 3 5

642

Finalize college 
applications & research and 

apply to scholarships

READ EMAILS from 
colleges & respond 

promptly

May 1 - notify the college 
you will attend and send 

in your deposit

Complete the FAFSA
December! 

Review college 
financial aid 
documents

Complete the 
Senior Survey



Visit the College 
& Career Center 

● College/University Visits
● Military Visits 
● Scholarships & Financial Aid Information
● Volunteering Opportunities (X2VOL)
● Class Schoology Groups
● Newsletters



Find Your Path!
✗ College
✗ Armed Services

● ASVAB   
● 2 offerings: Fall and Spring

✗ Gap Year 
✗ Apprenticeship 
✗ Employment



•Early Decision - legally binding!

•Early Action - apply early, hear early!

•Regular Decision

•Rolling - get your decision soon after you apply

•Priority Deadlines for Merit Scholarships

•Open Admission- NOVA

College 
Deadlines





NOVA Programs
● Guaranteed Admissions: to more than 

40 area colleges and universities 
when you meet the agreement 
requirements between NOVA and that 
university. 

● ADVANCE: a partnership between 
NOVA and GMU that gives NOVA 
students targeted, personalized 
support to complete their bachelor's 
degrees in a timely manner and save 
money.

Exploration Opportunities:  WSHS 
and FCPS
● NOVA representative visits to WSHS 

in late fall and spring
● Information sessions
● Placement testing
● Campus visits
● Orientations

Community College: 2 Year College



WSHS College
 Application Processes



WSHS College
 Application Processes

● Add counselor and sign the FERPA 
Waiver on Common App.

● School Specific Portals

● When in doubt check the 
admissions website!



FERPA 
& Waiving Rights



Requesting a 
Transcript

Official Transcripts:
Transcript Request Form (No Cost)
• Available in Student Services, 

Schoology (Resources tab), and the 
WSHS Website

• Needs to be submitted to Mrs. Kurth 
for all schools/scholarships you are 
applying at least 3 weeks in advance.

Unofficial Transcripts: 
• NEW: Available in SIS!

https://westspringfieldhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests


Requesting a Teacher 
Letter of Recommendation

Teacher Letter of 
Recommendation
● Form is available on 

Schoology, WSHS Google 
Site, and via your school 
counselor.

https://sites.google.com/fcpsschools.net/wshs-studentservices/class-of-2021/post-secondary-planning-lesson
https://sites.google.com/fcpsschools.net/wshs-studentservices/class-of-2021/post-secondary-planning-lesson


Requesting a Counselor
Letter of Recommendation
Counselor Letter of Recommendation

1. Submit the Transcript Request Form 
a. Recommendations are NOT 

automatically sent to all schools. Only 
on schools indicated on the form.

2. Complete IS 111 consent form 
(must be re-submitted for senior year)

3. Students submit their counselor’s Senior 
Packet Google Form

4. Students sign-up to attend a 1-on-1 
Senior Meeting with Counselor 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uzKp4x8yHrgJeRaO7mmysyByNcyEFaLd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uzKp4x8yHrgJeRaO7mmysyByNcyEFaLd/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XCcDiI4vNKkzHA3pbYM7AYnbnR7uYeNz/view?usp=sharing


Financial Aid
✗ Apply for FAFSA here! 
✗ 2023-2024 School year FAFSA important dates: 

● Application opens: December 2023
● Submission deadline: June 30th, 2024 

✗ Eligibility requirements can be found here
✗ Types of financial aid available: 

● Grants
● Scholarships
● Work-study
● Loans 
● Aid for military families 
● Aid for international study 

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/eligibility/requirements


Naviance✗ Explore College 
options and work 
on applications

✗ Keep an eye on 
important due 
dates

✗ Stay updated on 
what is new in the 
world of college 
applications



Naviance: 
Admissions Scattergrams



x2VOL: Service Hours
✗ Students can Log 

service learning hours 
to use towards a civics 
seal or service learning 
cord.

✗ Service hours are not 
required for graduation.



Artificial Intelligence and College Admissions

With a parent/guardian..
● Gather information about colleges 

and universities.
● Build a college list.
● Use it to provide targeted and 

personalized information.
● Find colleges/universities for 

specific majors.
● Use to create a college tour plan.

✗ Writing essays
✗ Expecting A.I. to make 

decisions about your future.
✗ Creating misinformation



Are you a Student Athlete?

● Connect with the college’s athletic 
department regarding interest or 
visit their website.

● NCAA Eligibility Portal
● Student athletes must submit an 

official transcript to NCAA. 

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


Next Steps…
● Decide on your post-secondary pathway 
● Review Resources regarding application process and requirements. 
● Begin Applications

✗ Add your counselor to Common App and other applications using their 
fcps.edu e-mail (NOT GOOGLE e-mail)

● Need a Transcript ? 
✗ Complete the Transcript Request Form

● Request a counselor letter of recommendation 
✗ Complete the senior packet 
✗ Schedule a Senior one-on-one meeting with your counselor via 

Bookings

https://www.commonapp.org/apply/first-time-students
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eYRLB7VzlqsTixjlnRYGSTmdu2mXpcAC/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JDShZBIoEDzlX4tsXNvOaAcAZINvZy-9/view?usp=sharing

